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® WHICH JOBS PAY THE MOST - MAY 2025

The 25 best-paid occupations

Median annual wage for all 825 occupations with one: 138 (17%) reach
$100,000, holding 15% of jobs. The median for all workers is $50,980.

@ Doctoral/professional ® Master's @ Bachelor's @ Associate's @ No degree

Highest median annual wage, all occupations
$200k $400k $600k

Pediatric Surgeons

Cardiologists

Radiologists

Surgeons, All Other

Anesthesiologists

Orthopedic Surgeons, Except Pediatric

Oral and Maxillofacial Surgeons

Emergency Medicine Physicians

Dermatologists

Physicians, Pathologists

Prosthodontists

Ophthalmologists, Except Pediatric

Obstetricians and Gynecologists

Orthodontists

Psychiatrists

Physicians, All Other

General Internal Medicine Physicians

Neurologists

Family Medicine Physicians

Nurse Anesthetists

Airline Pilots, Copilots, and Flight Engineers

Dentists, All Other Specialists

Chief Executives

Pediatricians, General

Industrial-Organizational Psychologists

Dot: median annual wage. Bar: middle half of workers. Line: 10th to 90th percentile. Dashed line:
median for all workers, $50,980.

Source: U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, Occupational Employment and Wage Statistics, May 2025 (wage and
salary workers; excludes the self-employed). Education: BLS Employment Projections.
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Median
$559,030
$496,010
$420, 860
$414,010
$391, 490
$358,550
$352,220
$335,550
$328,730
$312, 400
$311,180
$300,080
$292,910
$289,140
$281,870
$265,930
$256,560
$248, 560
$244,180
$236,590
$232,140
$224,990
$213,990
$210, 040
$193,950
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The best-paid jobs without a
bachelor's degree

By the education BLS considers typical to enter the job. Many also need a
license, training or years of related experience.

@ Doctoral/professional @ Master's @ Bachelor's @ Associate's @ No degree

No degree needed (high school, some college or a certificate)

$100k $200k
Commercial Pilots E ®
Nuclear Power Reactor Operators i ——

Elevator and Escalator Installers and Repairers l @

Ship Engineers | @

Transportation, Storage, and Distribution Managers i i)

Power Distributors and Dispatchers | ———

First-Line Supervisors of Police and Detectives i @
Electrical and Electronics Repairers, Powerhouse, Substation... 1 —a &
Power Plant Operators ' ———

|

Makeup Artists, Theatrical and Performance T [

Petroleum Pump System Operators, Refinery Operators, and Gaugers ] — D —
Postmasters and Mail Superintendents i -@-
Electrical Power-Line Installers and Repairers :— —
Detectives and Criminal Investigators ! )
First-Line Supervisors of Firefighting and Prevention Workers ——
Gambling Managers : @
Captains, Mates, and Pilots of Water Vessels ; i)
Signal and Track Switch Repairers | —@—
Associate's degree
$100k $200k
Air Traffic Controllers &
Nuclear Technicians —
Radiation Therapists - -®—
Nuclear Medicine Technologists @

Diagnostic Medical Sonographers —— iy
Magnetic Resonance Imaging Technologists —@—
Aerospace Engineering and Operations Technologists and... -y -
Respiratory Therapists ——

]
1
1]
1
'
Dental Hygienists . e
1
1
1
1
]

Radiologic Technologists and Technicians

Dot: median annual wage. Bar: middle half of workers. Line: 10th to 90th percentile. Dashed line:
median for all workers, $50,980.

Source: U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, Occupational Employment and Wage Statistics, May 2025 (wage and
salary workers; excludes the self-employed). Education: BLS Employment Projections.
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Median

$123,220
$122,890
$109,910
$109,530
$107,230
$106,730
$106,040
$103,020
$102,040
$97,150
$96,710
$96,660
$95,320
$93,790
$93,530
$93,220
$92,460
$92,460

Median

$148,080
$110,240
$105,310
$101,370
$98,100
$96,590
$95,480
$82,890
$82,280
$80,110
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The best-paid jobs with a
bachelor's or master's

Doctoral and professional degrees lead the overall list (page 1). Here are
the leaders at the next two levels.

@ Doctoral/professional @ Master's @ Bachelor's @ Associate's @ No degree

Bachelor's degree

$200k $400k
Airline Pilots, Copilots, and Flight Engineers E .
Chief Executives i O
Computer and Information Systems Managers : [
Architectural and Engineering Managers i ——
Natural Sciences Managers i &
Marketing Managers i O
Financial Managers i &
Computer Hardware Engineers i o ——
Human Resources Managers ' —=0
Compensation and Benefits Managers . ——0
Sales Managers ! O
Purchasing Managers -
Medical Dosimetrists i —@—
Public Relations Managers ! &
Petroleum Engineers . —=0
Managers, All Other | ——
Database Architects ' @R
Software Developers | ————
Master's degree
. $200k $400k
Nurse Anesthetists ! - —y—
Industrial-Organizational Psychologists : e
Political Scientists " — @
Computer and Information Research Scientists | =
Physician Assistants : — @
Nurse Midwives ! —{ @
Nurse Practitioners i —@-—
Mathematicians | ——=
Economists =9
Healthcare Diagnosing or Treating Practitioners, All Other : - ——

Dot: median annual wage. Bar: middle half of workers. Line: 10th to 90th percentile. Dashed line:
median for all workers, $50,980.

Source: U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, Occupational Employment and Wage Statistics, May 2025 (wage and
salary workers; excludes the self-employed). Education: BLS Employment Projections.

worldmadevisual.com/visuals/highest-paying-jobs

3/4

Median

$232,140
$213,990
$175,140
$171,270
$167,220
$166,790
$166,570
$161,740
$149,280
$149,230
$148,270
$148,080
$147,470
$146,910
$144,910
$141,900
$139,500
$135,980

Median

$236,590
$193,950
$142,080
$140, 300
$135,880
$134,040
$132,300
$126,710
$124,720
$115,210
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What the 25 largest occupations
pay

The jobs most Americans do, by wage and salary employment, with their median
pay.

@ Doctoral/professional @ Master's @ Bachelor's @ Associate's @ No degree

Largest occupations, by number of jobs

$100k $200k Jobs Median

Home Health and Personal Care Aides [ E 4.3M $35,800

Retail Salespersons (Y 3.9M $35,410

Fast Food and Counter Workers & E 3.9M $31,200

General and Operations Managers i @ 3.5M $105,770

Registered Nurses : — @ 3.4M $97,550

Cashiers 0! 3.1M $32,880

Laborers and Freight, Stock, and Material Movers, Hand o 3.0M $40,240
Stockers and Order Fillers ) : 2.8M $37,330

Customer Service Representatives .. - 2.6M $44,770

Office Clerks, General -@— 2.5M $45,010

Waiters and Waitresses - .-;— 2.3M $35,230

Janitors and Cleaners, Except Maids and Housekeeping Cleaners .-i 2.2M $36,840
Heavy and Tractor-Trailer Truck Drivers ~ & 2.1M $58, 640

Secretaries and Administrative Assistants, Except Legal... - .I— 1.7M $47,540
Software Developers E & 1.7M $135,980

Maintenance and Repair Workers, General -@— 1.5M $49,590

Accountants and Auditors : - 1.4M $83, 680

Nursing Assistants .: 1.4M $42,260

First-Line Supervisors of Office and Administrative Support... —— 1.4M $69,500
Teaching Assistants, Except Postsecondary .1 1.4M $36,780

Cooks, Restaurant @) E 1.4M $37,390

Miscellaneous Assemblers and Fabricators = 1.4M $44,650

Elementary School Teachers, Except Special Education ‘.-.-— 1.4M $63,970
Bookkeeping, Accounting, and Auditing Clerks S 1.4M $50,670

Security Guards .:— 1.3M $38,020

Dot: median annual wage. Bar: middle half of workers. Line: 10th to 90th percentile. Dashed line:
median for all workers, $50,980.

Wages are straight-time gross pay including commissions and tips; they exclude overtime, most bonuses and
benefits. National figures across all industries and places. Explore every occupation and compare your own
pay online.

Source: U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, Occupational Employment and Wage Statistics, May 2025 (wage and
salary workers; excludes the self-employed). Education: BLS Employment Projections.
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